
“Agri Clinics and Agri Business Centres Scheme” an unique programme was launched by the Ministry of Ag-

riculture, Government of India, during the year 2002, to instill better methods of farming to the farming community 

across the country through educated and unemployed Agri graduates. This programme aims to tap the expertise 

available in the large pool of unemployed agriculture graduates,  and offer professional extension services to the 

farming community. 

The scheme is being implemented by the National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management (MANAGE) as 

the nodal agency. As a part of the programme ,relevant training is being imparted to unemployed graduates in 

Agriculture or allied areas like Horticulture, Sericulture, Veterinary Sciences, Forestry, Dairy, Poultry Farming, and 

Fisheries, etc. This encourages them not only to become self employed by obtaining loans from banks but also 

provide needy extension services directly or indirectly to the vast group of farming community in the  country. 

Among the large number of 11,900 Agricultural graduates passing out each year only 2000 are employed while 

9.900 are unemployed and waiting for opportunities. It is for those unemployed that Agri Clinics and Agri Business 

Centres Scheme will be one of the driving forces to start their own business. Since its inception the scheme has 

been able to impart training through a network of 50 training institutes. A total of 19278 agri-graduates have been 

trained till date of which 6669 have successfully started their own enterprise and have been providing  extension 

services to the farming community. 

Important Objectives of the Scheme are 
· To supplement the efforts of government extension system  

· To make available supplementary sources of input supply and services to needy farmers, and 
· To provide gainful employment to agriculture graduates in new emerging areas in agricultural  sector. 
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In this Issue: 

 

Shri Jiji Thomson, IAS, Director General, MANAGE and Joint Secretary (Extension), Ministry of         
Agriculture, Govt. of India launching “Agripreneur” on 3rd  October 2009 at MANAGE 

Agripreneur is a  virtual platform to share the experiences of agripreneurers, bankers, agribusiness 
companies, nodal training institutes , extension functionaries, academicians, researchers and agribusi-
ness thinkers in the  country working for promotion of Agri Entrepreneurship  development 
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Mrs. Sangeeta Deepak Sawalakhe, an agripreneur, has 

made MANAGE proud by establishing an agriventure in an 

agriculturally challenging terrain ie. Vidarbha region. She 

underwent training at KVK Amravati, under the Agriclinics 

and Agribusiness centres (ACABC) scheme. The scheme 

is implemented by MANAGE and aims at establishing Agri-

clinics and Agribusiness Centres in rural areas for providing 

value-added services to farmers at their doorstep by pro-

moting self employment opportunities among unemployed 

agricultural graduates. After undergoing the training Mrs. 

Sangeeta established Vidarbha Bio-tech-Lab, an agriven-

ture, in Yeotmal, with an outlay of Rs.34,50,000, supported 

by State Bank of India, Yeotmal. She is providing extension 

services in the areas of soil and water testing, production 

and supply of bio-pesticides and biofertilizers to nearly 

5000 farmers at a reasonable price. Through this enterprise 

she is now able to provide employment to nearly 20 people 

and is able to make an average income of Rs. 30,000 per 

month. 

 

 

 

Mrs. Sangeeta  at her office with the awards and 

honours that she received for promoting eco 

friendly farming extension services in Vidharbha 

region of Maharashtra 
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Veterinary services in Rajkot by an Agripreneur - A Success Story 

Mr. Naresh Kumar  outside his 

Veterinary Clinic  

E - B U L L E T I N      

Dr. Nareshkumar Kalabhai Savsani, an 

agripreneur under the Agriclinics and Agri-

business Centres (ACABC) scheme from 

Gujarat has established “Hindustan Trading” 

a Cattle feed Supply Unit and Veterinary 

Clinic and is providing veterinary services in 

Rajkot area. Dr Savsani who holds a Bache-

lor’s degree in Veterinary Science and Ani-

mal Husbandry underwent training under the 

ACABC scheme at Shree Vivekanand Re-

search and Training Institute, Mandvi, 

Kutch, Gujarat in 2008.  

 

The scheme is implemented by   MANAGE 

and aims at establishing Agriclinics and Ag-

ribusiness Centres in rural areas for  

 

 

providing value-added services to farmers at  

their doorstep by promoting self employment 

opportunities among unemployed agricul-

tural graduates.  

Through his Centre “Hindustan Trading” he 

is providing veterinary and artificial insemi-

nation services, covering nearly 50 villages 

and 4000 farmers. He established the enter-

prise on  August 4, 2008 with an investment 

of Rs. 15,00,000/- which included 

Rs.5,00,000 loan from Saurashtra Gramin 

bank while Rs.10,00,000/- was his own capi-

tal. Today he has an annual turnover of: 

Rs.50,00,000/- and has plans to expand his 

unit further. 
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LIST OF TRAINING INSTITUTES 

ANDHRA PRADESH 
 
Participatory Rural Development Initiatives (PRDIS) 
Dr. S. Jayarama Reddy; Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Participatory Rural Development Initiatives (PRDIS) 
Plot No.230, Shivanagar Colony,  
Besides Donald High School,  
Hyderguda Post, Hyderabad – 500 048.  
040- 2401 6771, 2401544 (O) ; 040- 24016771(F)  
040 – 2322 0425 ® Mob: 9959064565, 9885131763 
Email:prdis@hotmail.com; jayaramareddys@yahoo.com  
 
Centre for Entrepreneurship Development (CED)  
Smt. P. Vydehi, Executive Director / Nodal  Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri- Business Centres 
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CellSurvey No.342. ALEAP Industrial Estate 
Near Pragathi Nagar Gajularamaram Village 
Qutubullapur Mandal, Ranga Reddy – Dist 
Kukatpally  – Hyderabad –500 072.040-23151344 
Telfax-04023892304 Mob.98661 24628 
Email: cedhyd@satyam.net.in ;ced12@rediffmail.com                    
vydehi_ced@aleap.org, vydehi_p@yahoo.com  
 
ASSAM 
 
Assam Agricultural University  
Sri R.K. Bhattacharyya  
I/c Director of Extn. Edn. / Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Assam Agricultural University (AAU) 
Directorate of Extension Education 
Jorhat - 785013, Assam;0376- 2340029/2340005 (O)  
0376- 2310708 (F) ;Mob. 094350 90305 
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Dr. Dilip Kr. Sharma, Nodal Officer,  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
Dutta Building. Research Gate,  
Khanapara, - 781 022, Assam; Mob: 094354 88594 
Email: isaprone@isapindia.org  
 
BIHAR 
 
SKC Educational Trust  
Sri. S.K.Choudary 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra;Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
SKC Educational Trust;Village: Chanpura, Post: Basaith,  
Dist: Madhubani;Bihar – 847 102; 06271-82858 (O)  
01426-47005 / 47335 ; 011-6845123, 011-6842287 (R)  
011-6829021 / 808670  (Fax)  Mob. 09810644077,09829060277  
 
SRISTI Foundation  
Sri. Ashok Kumar Thakur 
Executive Chairman / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
SRISTI Foundation 
Reshmi Complex (above Dainik Jagran), 8th floor 
Kidwaipuri, PATNA – 800001, Bihar  
Ph: 0612 - 2530166 
Fax-0612-2530166; Mob.094310 72233 
Email :sristi_foundation@rediffmail.com 
tarun_kumar116@yahoo.co.in  

 
 
Institute of Entrepreneurship Development (IED)  
Sri A.K. Shahi,  
Manager (F&A) / Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Institute of Entrepreneurship Development (IED) 
BSFC Building, 5th Floor, Fraser Road 
PATNA – 800 001, Bihar 0612-2571754 ®; 2230151/154 (O)  
Mobile:9431433549 ; Email: iedbihar@vsnl.net.in   
 
SCADA Computer Centre  
Sri. Bidhanesh Misra, Director / Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
SCADA Computer Centre; Daroga Prasad Rai Path 
PATNA – 800 001, Bihar 0612-2237337, 2236228 (D)  
0612-2220651/2 – Extn: 330 ;0612-2237337/ 2227692 (F) 
0612-2237537 (R)  ;Mob. 09334116750   
bidhaneshmisra@rediffmail.com ;scadacom@rediffmail.com  
 
CHATTISGARH 
 
Bhartiya College of Agriculture (BCA)  
Sri. Sushil Chandrakar; Director / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Bhartiya College of of Agriculture (BCA) 
Durg – 491 001,Chattisgarh .Ph: 0788-233 0230, 2325 125,  
Fax: 2324 124; Mob. 09993034230, 09425234230    
Email: nobcadurg@gmail.com; pcbcadurg@gmail.com 
bcae_durg@ycos.co.in  
 
GUJARAT 
 
State Agricultural Management & Extension Training Institute 
(SAMETI) 
Prof. Ashok Patel, Director, SAMETI  
& State Nodal Officer ATMA / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres   
P-7, M-floor, Krishi Bhawan 
Sector-10-A, Gandhi Nagar – 382 010 Gujarat  
Phone: 079-2928 9070 Email: snogujarat@gmail.com  
 
International School for Public Leadership (ISPL) 
Dr. D. R. Patel; Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
International School for Public Leadership (ISPL) 
Puri Foundation for Education ;Post Box No. 4146, Navrangpura  
Post Office; Navarangpura, Ahmedabad – 380 009, Gujarat.  
Tel: 079-2642 1580 (O); 079- 2573 1415 ® 
Email: drpatel_bk@yahoo.co.in  
 
 
 
HARYANA 
 
CCS Haryana Agricultural University (CCS-HAU)  
Dr. Atul Dhingra 
Prof. & Head / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
CCS Haryana Agricultural University (CCS-HAU) 
College of Agriculture, Department of Business Management  
Hissar – 125004, Haryana .01662-284337, 289412 (D)  
01662-289412/ (F), 231187 (R) ,Mob. 098121 75905 
atuldhingra@hau.ernet.in ,business@hau.ernet.in  
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Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Shri Bhupinder Paul Singh, Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell  
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
Shri Jai Bhagwan Bhoria 
C/o Incharge Panchayat Bhawan 
Opp. Old Distt. Jail, Near N.D.R.I. Gate No. 1, 
G. T. Road, Karnal, Haryana.  
Mob. 98139 – 78450; Email: bhupinder@isapindia.org  
 
HIMACHAL PRADESH 
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Dr. Nirmal Sharma, Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
First Floor, Batra House, House No.22 
Housing Board Colony, Phase - I, Saproon,  
District - Solan – 173 230, Himachal Pradesh  
Mob. 098168 –70495  
Email: isaprohp@isapindia.org  
 
JAMMU & KASHMIR 
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) -Jammu 
Mohd. Sadiq Nargal; Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) X, DA5, New 
Rehari, Behind Shakuntla Theatre, Jammu – 180 001 
Jammu and Kashmir Ph: 0191 – 258 0971 
Mob: 094191 91498 ; Email: sadiq@isapindia.org  
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) -Srinagar 
Dr. M. Amin Dalal; Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
(Kashmir), Welkin House, Opp. Khayan Cinema, Nowpora,  
Srinagar - 190 001; Jammu and Kashmir 
Ph: 0194 – 2400 166 ; Mob. 09419010498 
Email: isaprok@isapindia.org  
 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science and     
Technology SKUAST –Jammu 
Dr. Pramod Baru, Associate Director / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science 
and Technology SKUAST –J 
Director of Extension Education 
SKUAST –J, Rail Head -Jammu – 180 012, Jammu & Kashmir  
0191- 475035,2473417, 2471745 Ex:251,  
0191-2473961 (F) /2475035 (D) ;0191-2543705    
Mob. 094191 88283, 094192 04126®,FAX.No.0191-2473750  
 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science and Tech-
nology of Kashmir SKUAST –Kashmir 
Dr. M.A. A. Siddique 
Assoc. Professor / Nodal Officer   
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science and Technology 
of Kashmir SKUAST –K  Division of Horticulture 
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, Shalimar Campus, 
Srinagar-191121;Jammu & Kashmir  0194 -2461258 / 2461259  
0194 -2461349 / 2461847; 0194-2461271(F)  
Mob. 09419407622, 09419401578 
Email: yagaous@gmail.com              

JHARKHAND 

 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Shri Om Prakash; Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
Biyada Officer’s Colony, Plot No. 38, Near Durga Mandap 
Bokaro Steel City, Jharkhand - 827 012  
Mob.098353 – 16907 
Email: isaprojharkhand@isapindia.org  
 
Rural Development & Social Welfare Association (RDSWA)  
Sri. Rajesh Ranjan Jha; Managing Director 
Rural Development & Social Welfare Association (RDSWA) 
Maharshi Mehi Nagar, Gali No.1, Godda, Jharkhand.  
Mob. 094312 02961; Fax: 06432 – 231 822 
Email: rdswa@rediffmail.com  
 
KARNATAKA 
 
M/s. Terra-Firma Bio Technologies Ltd., (TFBTL)   
Sri. K.G.Nanjundappa 
Nodal Officer, Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
M/s. Terra-Firma Bio Technologies Ltd. (TFBTL) 
104, Ranka Park, 5, Lalbagh Road 
Banglore – 560 027, KARNATAKA 
Ph: 080 – 22215412  / 2228530 (O) ;23434634/ 22100267 (R)  
080 –  22248265 / 22225756(F) 
Mob. 098452 52632 ; Dr.Ganesh Mob. 9844056869  
rgtfbl@yahoo.com; Email: terrafirmabiotech@yahoo.com  
 
University of Agricultural Science (UAS)  
Dr. T.K. Prabhakare Setty- Director of Extn / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Directorate of Extension, University of Agricultural Science (UAS) 
Hebbal, Banglore – 560024, KARNATAKA 
Tel: 080 – 2353 5235 ®; 2351 4761 (O); 2351 6836 (F)                                                   
Dr. K. Nagabhushanam Coordinator, 
Mob. 099167 02088; Email: nagabhushanamk@yahoo.com                   
deuasb@yahoo.co.in  

 
KERALA 

 
Kerala Agricultural University  (KAU)  
Dr.A.K. Shareef, Professor / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Training Service Scheme; Kerala Agricultural University (KAU) 
College of Agriculture, Vellayani – PostThiruvananthapuram,  
Kerala; Ph: 0471-2383 254 (O), 6522 295®; 0471-238 3254 (T/F) 
Mob. 094474 29615; Email: sherief827@yahoo.com 
aksherief@gmail.com 
 
MADHYA PRADESH 
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Dr. Suresh Motwani, Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
ISAP, 4th Floor, Gangotri Bhavan 
New Market, Bhopal – 462 003,Madhya Pradesh  
Mob. 094244-90231,093294 50167 
Email: isaproc@isapindia.org, motwanisuresh07@gmail.com 
suresh@isapindia.org  
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MAHARASHTRA 
 
Krishna Valley Advanced Agriculture Foundation (KVAAF)  
Mr. N.G.Kamath; Nodal Officer,  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Krishna Valley Advanced Agriculture Foundation P-61, MIDC, 
Kupwad Area – 416 436; Sangli – Dist, Maharashtra  
Tele No.0233-2644521,2645268 (O) ; 0233 – 230 2620 ® 
0233 – 2644 715; 0233 – 2644 266(F) ;Mob.9372105764, 
09379705004.Email: engee@surajfoundation.org; 
ngkay@yahoo.com; agriclinic@rediffmail.com . 
 
MITCON Consultancy Services Ltd. (MCSL)  
Mr. M.B.Dhaibar; Principal Consultant / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
MITCON Consultancy Services Ltd. (MCSL) 
Kubera Chamber, 1st floor, Shivajinagar 
Pune – 411005, Maharashtra; 020-25533309/25534322 (O)  
020-5533206 (F) ; Mob.098226 84105 
Email: mdhaibar@yahoo.com  
 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (PIRENS)  
Dr. Bhaskar Gaikwad; Chief Scientist / Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (PIRENS) 
Babhaleshwar, Rahata  - 413 737 Ahmednagar, Maharashtra 
Phone:02422-252414, 253612, 253008 (O) ;02422 – 253536 (F)  
Mob. 09822519260 ; Email: gaikwadbh@yahoo.com; kvkah-
mednagar@yahoo.com . 
 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Baramati  
Dr. T.A. Kadarbhai; Nodal Officer 
Baramati Agricultural Development Trusts  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 
Sharadanagar, At: Post Malegaon Colony 
Tal: Baramati, Dist: Pune – 413 415. Maharashtra  
Phone: 02112 -2255207; 02112 – 254 542 ®                          
02112 – 255 227 (T/F) ;Mob. 098224 02768,099224 15151 
Email: takadarbhai@yahoo.com; kvkbmt@baramati.com 
kvkbmt@mhbar.chiraag.com  
 
Sadhana Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Durgapur  
Sri. Prafull H. Mahalle; Coordinator ACABC Cell 
Sadhana Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK); Durgapur (Badnera) 
Dist. Amravati, Maharashtra Ph: 0721-2580 606 (O) 
2561 009®, 2580 606 (F); Mob. 099224 10177 
Email: pc_kvka@yahoo.co.in ; acabcdurgapur@gmail.com  
0721 – 2580 606 (F); 0721 – 258 0144 / 2580 606 (O) 
Email: phmahalle@gmail.com  
 
MANIPUR 
 
Institute of Cooperative Management (ICM)  
Dr. Kh. Somorendro Singh, Principal (I/c.) & Nodal Officer  
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Institute of Cooperative Management (ICM) 
Near RCS Office, Cooperative complex 
Lamphelpat, Imphal – 795004, Manipur  
Ph: 0385 – 241 5132 ®; 0385 – 241 4526 (O);0385 – 241 5132 (F) 
Mob: 096121 67869  
Email: princicm@yahoo.com ; icmmanipur@rediffmail.com  
 
 
 

NAGALAND 
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Mr. Kevikholie Angami ,Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals, (ISAP) 
C/o. Deputy Registrar 
School of Agricultural Sciences & Development (SASRD) 
Nagaland University, Medziphema 
1st Floor, G. S. Road, Khanapara Nagaland – 797 106  
Mob. 098625 66110,09436263530 
Email.isapronagaland@isapindia.org; rohini@isapindia.org 
 
PUNJAB 
 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP)  
Mr. Anuj Sood,  
Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) 
167, Preet Vihar,(near  GNDU , Purani Chungi ) 
P. O. Rayan & Silk Mills, Amritsar - 143 104, Punjab. 
Ph: 0183 – 501 3971 ® 
Mob.094633 23755 
Email: anuj@isapindia.org  
 
RAJASTHAN 
 
Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture & Technology 
(MPUAT)  
Dr. P.M. Jain,  
Director (Extn) / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture & Technology 
(MPUAT)- Directorate of Extension Education 
Outside Surajpole, Udaipur – 313001  
Ph: 0294 – 2417697 (O) ; 0294 – 2410138 ® ;0294 – 2412515 (F)  
Mob. 09413864003, Email: dir_ext@rediffmail.com  
 
Rajasthan Institute of Co-operative Education & Management 
(RICEM)  
Director / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Rajasthan Institute of Co-operative Education & Management 
(RICEM); 10-B, Institutional Area, Jhalana Doongi 
Jaipur – 302 004, Rajasthan. Ph: 0141 – 2709827 / 2701349 (O)  
0141 – 2710072 (F) ;Mob. 094133 37682 , 097993 93817 
Email: ricem@rediffmail.com  
 
Jaipur School of Business & Finance Management (JSBFM) 
Sri. R.C.Roongta;  
Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Jaipur School of Business & Finance Management (JSBFM) 
1/1289, Malviya Nagar; Jaipur – 302017, Rajashtan. 
Ph: 0141 – 2753 170, 5107906 (O) ; 0141 – 2654515 ®  
0141 – 2374433/5101 011 (F) ;Mob. 09314010950, 09314614221                          
Email: jaipursim@yahoo.com, jaipurschool_jpr@yahoo.com . 
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TAMIL NADU 
 
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies 
(CARDS)  
Dr.M. Chandra Shekarai, Director (CARDS) / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies (CARDS) 
Tamilnadu Agricultural University ,Coimbatore – 641 003, T.N 
Ph:0422-6611439, (O) 0422-6611259; 0422-6611239, 6611512 
Mob. 09443506483, 094438 16857                                                 
Email: directorcards@tnau.ac.in 
 
Centre for Alternate Rural Employment (CARE)  
B. Palanisamy, Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Centre for Alternate Rural Employment (CARE) 
19, 1st Cross, Thillaipuram, Namakkal– 637 001,Tamilnadu 
Ph: 04286 – 224 195 / 220 095 ,Fax: 04286 – 234 543 /220 095 
Mob.094432 20095,09443185533 /094438 25658 
Email: caretrust04@yahoo.com  
 
Voluntary Association for People Service (VAPS)  
Sri. S.A.Arul, Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Voluntary Association for People Service (VAPS) 
39, Besant  Road, Chokkikulam 
Madurai – 625002, Tamilnadu 
Ph: 0452-2538642 / 4361903 (O); 0452 - 4361903 (F)  
Mob.09443569401;Email: vaps_india@rediffmail.com    
arulsa@rediffmail.com; vaps@sancharnet.in   
 
UTTAR PRADESH 
 
C.S.Azad University of Agriculture and Technology  
Dr.R.B. Singh; Associate Director  / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
C.S.Azad University of Agriculture and Technology (C.S.AUAT) 
Directorate of Extension  
Kanpur –208202, Uttar Pradesh 
Ph: 0512 –2549173 (O);0512 – 2210408 (F); 0512 – 2562075 (R)  
Email: aksingh_dext@yahoo.co.in  
 
Allahabad Agricultural Institute - Deemed University (AAU)  
Prof. (Dr.) Tufail Ahmed 
Head / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Allahabad Agricultural Institute - Deemed University (AAU) 
Allahabad – 211007, Uttar Pradesh  
Ph: 0532 – 684311 ®; 0532 - 684394 (F) Mob. 9415351198  
Email: atufail@rediffmail.com  
 
State Institute for Management of Agriculture (SIMA)  
Sri. Chandra Shekar Singh, Director / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
State Institute for Management of Agriculture (SIMA) 
Rehmankera, Lucknow – 227107,Uttar Pradesh  
Ph:0522-2841013 /2841148 ; Fax No.0522-2841111  
 
Indira Gandhi Institute of Co-operative Management (IGICM)  
Dr. A.K. Roy, Principal / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Indira Gandhi Institute of Co-operative Management (IGICM) 
Block-B, Sector – 18, Rajajipuram  
Lucknow – 226017, Uttar Pradesh  
Ph:0522- 2661820 (O) ; 0522-2661154 (F) Mob. 094154 68499 
Email: igicm@sancharnet.in ;icmlko@rediffmail.com  

Shree Maa Guru Gramodhyog Sansthan 
Sri. Shailendra Pratap Singh, Secretary / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Shree Maa Guru Gramodhyog Sansthan 
Maa Guru Aashish, Khushhal Nagar Colony (SMGGS) 
Sector-A, Behind Jeevan Deep School  
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 
Ph: 0542 – 2282149 (O) / (F) ,Mob.099198 02325/29 
Mob.094152 56479  Email: smggsvan@rediff.com 
Web: www.prakritimaa.org  
 
Raja Dinesh Singh Krishi Vigyan Kendra (RDS-KVK)  
Mr. Bhaskar Shukla, Nodal Officer 
Raja Dinesh Singh Krishi Vigyan Kendra (RDS-KVK) 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
P.O. Lalabazar, Kalakankar (Ainthu).   
Pratapgarh – 229 408,Uttar Pradesh  
Mob. 094153 64219 

Email: bhaskarshukla@rediffmail.com  
 
Centre for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD)  
Sri. Rishi Narayan Singh 
Nodal Officer 
State Project Coordinator 
Centre for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD) 
Trade Point, Saran Chamber-1, 
Park Road, Lucknow – 226 001, Uttar Pradesh 
Ph: 0522 – 6543 945 / 2237 778 ;0522-223 9124 (F) 
M.S.Khan, Mob. 09451849056 
 
UTTARANCHAL 
 
G.B.Pant University of Agriculture & Technology (GBPUAT)  
Dr. B.K. Sikka; Head, Management / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
College of Agri Business Management  
G.B.Pant University of Agriculture & Technology (GBPUAT) 
Pantnagar – 263145, Uttaranchal 
Ph. No. 5944-233884,Resi. 5944-233433 
Fax.05944-233533 05944-233473  
Mob.09412088552, 09719275325; 
Email: bksikka@gmail.com; bksikka@rediffmail.com  
 
WEST BENGAL 
Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya (BCKV) 
P.K. Mukhopadhyay, Director / Nodal Officer 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya (BCKV) 
Directorate of Extension Education, 
Krishi Viswavidyalaya – Post Pin code: 741252 
Mohanpur, Nadia – Dist, West Bengal  
Ph: 033-25876048 / 25825908 (O) ;033 – 25820465 (R) 
033- 25870523 (F) Email: deebckv@vsnl.net.in ; 
ftcbckv@giasc101.vsnl.net.in  
 
Science & Technology Entrepreneurs’ Park (STEP)  
Prof. N.R. Mandal 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Cell 
Managing Director / Nodal Officer 
Science & Technology Entrepreneurs’ Park (STEP) 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Kharagpur – 721 302, West Bengal  
Ph: 03222 – 281091 / 278618 (O); 03222 – 283777 / 278087 (R) 
03222 – 278618  (F). Email:mdstep@hijli.iitkgp.ernet.in  
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Major findings of Mid-term evaluation of Agri Clinics & Agri business Centres Scheme 

NODAL TRAINING INSTITUTES 

Results indicate that private organizations registered a suc-

cess rate of 50% followed by NGOs (42%).  State Agricul-

tural Universities could achieve a success rate of only 25%.  

The success rate is high in South Zone (44%) followed by 

North (40%) and the East and North-East Regions have 

shown low success rate. 

NABARD  

NABARD has circulated comprehensive guidelines to the 

banks pertaining to the implementation of the scheme.  How-

ever, it was noted that banks go by their own project ap-

praisal norms without giving any preferential treatment to the 

project proposals under the scheme. Since a lot of efforts go 

into training a candidate who is technically qualified, a prefer-

ential treatment for appraising the projects submitted under 

the scheme is required. 

BANKS  

Only 30% of the ventures set up so far have availed bank 

loans.  It was high in the Southern Region (62%) but low in 

most of the other regions.  Agripreneurs were of the opinion 

that banks take a very poor view of these ventures thus dis-

couraging agripreneurs from starting ventures.  Lack of coop-

eration of the banks in providing financial assistance to the 

trained graduates is also discouraging many Nodal Training 

Institutes, particularly in North-East.  There is an urgent need 

to sensitize bankers for promotion of the scheme.  In some of 

the States like Manipur, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa all the 

ventures have been established only through self-financing.  

There is also a need to properly guide the agripreneurs 

about the preparation of a bankable project. 

Nationalized banks have been seen  to be more proactive in 

sanctioning the loans than other financial institutions as indi-

cated by 82% loans sanctioned by them. However, only 4% 

of the loans have been provided by Regional Rural Banks 

and 2.7% by Cooperative Banks. The RRBs and Cooperative 

Banks need to be specially sensitized about the scheme and 

its importance.  

There are no standard guidelines with respect to disbursal of 

loans among the banks. The time taken varied from 9 weeks 

to 15 weeks.   

 

There is an urgent need to reduce this delay in disbursal of 

loans. The average rate of interest for term loan varied from 

State to State, lowest being in Assam (10.1%) and highest in 

Andhra Pradesh (14%). 

 

Lengthy and cumbersome procedure in processing of appli-

cations and the formalities and paper work involved are driv-

ing away the agripreneurs from applying for bank loans. 

 

Type of projects qualifying for grant of loan/ subsidy are lim-

ited and do not cover the entire range of agricultural exten-

sion services.  

SUPPORT TO STATE EXTENSION SERVICES  

Very limited response was received from States.  Officers 

contacted for the study did not have much details about the 

agri-clinics set up in their State/ location. It reflects that the 

State Agencies have not taken any interest either in promot-

ing the scheme or taking advantage of agri-clinics to support 

extension network. 

     Continued…… 

 
     

The Major findings of Mid-term evaluation of Agri Clinics & Agri business Centres Scheme by Global Agri Systems  is as   

follows: 
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The extension services provided by agripreneurs have 

empowered the farmers to adopt advanced technolo-

gies, know-how and practices.  Extension officials have 

agreed that the services provided by agri-clinics re-

sulted in increased productivity of the crops (20% in 

Maharashtra, 30% in Andhra Pradesh and 10% in   

Rajasthan).   

 

AGRIPRENEURS 

The scheme targeted about 1/4th of the number of agri-

cultural graduates passing out each year for training. 

The scheme could achieve nearly 75% of its target.  

About 1/3rd of them have actually started their ventures.  

Success rate was high among post graduates than the 

graduate trainees. 

On an average, more than 6 persons were employed 

under each venture with 75% male and 25% female 

beneficiaries. This excludes the employment generated 

for family members. 

On an average, each venture was servicing about 30 

villages covering about 19 farmers in each village. The 

reach was extensive (as high as 70 villages) in some of 

the States like Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh and 

intensive in States like Gujarat (75 farmers per village), 

and Maharashtra (47 farmers per village).  

 

About 72% of farmers who responded agreed that the 

advise given by agri-clinics helped in increasing pro-

ductivity of their crops.  About 11% also got information 

on marketing of the produce from agri-clinics.   

 

PROJECT WISE FINANCIAL VIABILITY 

Average investment per project has been Rs.8 lakh.  

Projects have generated profit margin of 30% to 50% 

depending on the nature of the projects.  In case of 

horticulture consultancy the profit margins go upto 

more than 60% because the operational costs are low.      

Service related projects attract less initial investment 

and in turn give higher return on investment.  

 

ACHIEVEMENT OF OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME  

1. Although no documentation regarding the extent to 

which the scheme has benefited the extension 

system is available, discussion with the officials in 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan con-

firmed increased productivity of the crops in the 

areas operated by agri-clinics.  

2. Access to knowledge and inputs have considerably 

increased due to the functioning of agri-clinics in 

rural areas.  

3. The information on employment generated due to 

establishment of agri-ventures indicates that the 

scheme has not only started the journey towards 

achieving employment for agri-graduates but also 

generating employment opportunities for others in 

rural areas.  

 

FACTORS FOR SUCCESSFUL AGRIPRENEURSHIP 

AND TRAINING INSTITUTES 

 

Factors for successful agripreneurs: 

· More than half of the ventures set up are of 

ACABC and hence, focus of a majority of ventures 

has been on service related activities.  

· The ACABC ventures proved to be a success be-

cause they serve as a one stop shop for the farm-

ers. 

· Nearly 39% of the farmer’s responded that the sin-

gle window advisory was one of the most important 

benefits they derived from ACABC.  
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Factors for successful Training institutes: 

· Liaison with the relevant companies to send the 

agripreneurs for practical training.  

· Enable the trainees to prepare quality project re-

ports which are readily sanctioned by the banks.  

· Liaison with banks for quick process of project 

proposals.  

REGIONAL VARIATIONS 

· Larger number of villages served was in the South-

ern zone and the larger number of farmers 

reached was in Western zone. 

· Southern region has been the forerunner account-

ing for about 50% of the total employment gener-

ated. Highest number of women workforce em-

ployed was also in the South.  Of the total employ-

ment generated in the South, more than 50 per-

cent belong to Scheduled castes and tribes.   

· In average revenue earnings South zone has  ex-

ceeded all other zones by showing an average 

revenue of Rs.14 lakhs and an average net income 

of Rs.5 lakhs.  

 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS  

South and West are two prominent regions where the 

loan applied and sanctioned are highest. South zone 

projects availed Rs.68.63 lakh loan accounting for 96% 

of the loan applied. 

 

COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS 

· With the disbursal of Rs.2540 lakhs during 2002-

2007, the scheme was able to generate 4152 ven-

tures which have been able to serve around 23 

lakh farmers in around 1.26 lakh villages across 

the country.  

· The subsidy released has been able to attract 

around Rs.33091 lakhs of investment generating 

Rs.13 lakhs of investment per lakh of subsidy re-

leased.  

 

ANALYSIS OF THE FINDINGS FROM NON STARTERS  

1. Around 25% of the respondents did not start the 

venture because they moved on for higher studies. 

Another 22% of the respondents were employed in 

public and private sector organizations after the 

training programme. Lack of finance and non coop-

eration from the banks discouraged 19% and 15% 

respectively. 

2. Around 69% of the non starters believe that there 

was no shortcoming in the training programme and 

around 31% were of the opinion that there were 

some shortcomings in the training programme.  

3. Main shortcoming of the training was lack of practi-

cal exposure, voiced by 90% of the respondents. 

Among the nonstarters, 19 are least satisfied by 

the preparation of the Detailed Project Report and 

15 are least satisfied with the submission of their 

projects.  

4. 60% non starters if given an opportunity would 

reapply for their projects. It is important to sensitize 

them and offer them support so that they are en-

couraged to start their ventures 

5. About 85% of the non-starters believed that low 

rate of interest would improve the performance of 

the scheme, and 75% suggested that financial 

assistance should be easily available and market-

ing support should be provided. 
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ACTIVITY-WISE CATEGORISATION OF AGRICLINICS AND AGRIBUSINESS CENTRES  ( 01.04.2002 to  30.09.2009) 

S.No Name of the Project AP ARN ASS BHR CHA GOA GUJ HP HRN JAM JHA KAR KER MAN MP MS NAG ORS PON PUN RAJ TN UP UTC WB 

1 Agri-Clinics 49   1 63 12   21 3 9 2 8 147 10 4 24 162   24 3 11 119 80 59 7 4 

2 
Agri-Clinics and Agri-

business Centres 
92 1 15 404 32 

  
73 22 42 16 21 267 

  
15 50 363 2 10 9 12 144 191 1,281 15 16 

3 Agro-Eco Tourism                       1       5                   

4 Animal Feed Unit 3   2 1     1     2   5     1 12           3 4     

5 
Bio-fertilizer production 

and Marketing 
9 

  
1 2 

    
1 

  
1 

    
11 

      
25 

  
1 1 

  
9 3 9 2 

  

6 Contract Farming 7       2   1 1       11     1 1       1   6 1 1   

7 
Cultivation of Medicinal 

Plants 
6 

  
1 14 2 

  
1 2 

  
1 1 12 

    
3 4 

  
2 

  
1 24 7 8 

    

8 Direct Marketing 2   1 6 1   6 3   3   14     3 56   4     5 1 33 2   

9 Farm Machinery Unit 7   1 7 4   11 13   4   13     3 17   1   2 9 10 9     

10 Fisheries Development 47 
  

2 44 1 
  

1 
  

2 
  

1 5 7 4 
  

14 
  

4 
    

1 4 4 
  

8 

11 Floriculture 2           3 2   6   16       19       4 3 10 1 3   

12 Horticulture Clinic 10     5 1   1 1   1   4     4 15             2   1 

13 Landscaping + Nursery 1 
        

1 2 1 1 4 
  

14 2 
  

1 33 
    

1 
  

1 6 1 1 
  

14 Nursery 7     7 2   8 2   5 1 28 3 4 4 31   2   4 13 10 4 2 1 

15 
Organic Production/ 

Food Chain             
1 

        
9 

    
1 8 

      
3 8 

  
1 

    

16 
Pesticides Production 

and Marketing 
3 

    
1 

    
1 

        
7 

    
2 8 

        
3 

        

17 Value Addition 4     8 2   2     9 1 7   1 3 49       1 10 4 7 1   

18 Fishery clinic       2                       2           2       

19 
Seed Processing and 

Marketing 
31 

    
25 7 

  
9 3 1 

  
1 31 

    
9 6 

  
2 

  
3 13 9 17 

  
5 

20 Soil Testing Laboratory 2 
  

1 17 1 
  

2 
  

2 
    

10 
    

1 10 
  

1 
  

1 
  

2 3 
  

4 

21 Tissue Culture Unit 1                     10     1 4   4               

22 
Vegetable Production 

and Marketing 
3 

    
1 

      
1 

    
2 3 

    
1 3 

  
2 

    
5 1 

    
1 

23 
Vermicomposting / 

Organic manure 
12 

  
5 93 2 

  
7 1 1 2 6 32 1 2 3 56 

      
15 70 13 19 6 

  

24 Veterinary Clinics 5   36 22     6 2 1 2 1 8   10   40 6 1     18 30 14 3 6 

25 Crop Production 2   1 3 5   3     2   24   1 11 21   11     49 3 7 2 2 

26 
Dairy/Poultry/Piggery/

Goatery 
15 

  
6 13 2 

  
5 7 

  
14 4 41 

  
3 11 160 5 3 1 2 128 50 65 3 1 

27 Rural Godown       4     1         1     2 3                   

28 
Production & Marketing 

of Bio-Control Agents 
            

1 

        
4 

                  
1 7 

    

29 Agriculture Journalism 5       1   1         2     1 2         1   2     

30 Sericulture                       3   7   7           1     1 

31 Mushroom Cultivation 
      

3 
    

1 2 
  

4 
  

2 
      

1 
  

2 
    

1 2 2 1 3 

32 Apiary 1     7         4 1   2               1 2   9     

  Total 326 1 73 752 77 1 170 66 64 78 47 744 23 51 140 1,137 13 74 15 61 636 449 1,569 49 53 
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S.No. State Number of Applications 
received 

Number of graduates 
trained 

Number of Agri-     
ventures established 

1 Andhra Pradesh 881 805 326 
2 Arunachal Pradesh 6 3 1 
3 Assam 281 247 73 
4 Bihar 2365 2339 752 
5 Chandigarh 2 1 0 
6 Chattisgarh 264 158 77 
7 Delhi 3 3 0 
8 Goa 4 2 1 
9 Gujarat 584 564 170 
10 Haryana 276 224 64 
11 Himachal Pradesh 224 219 66 
12 Jammu and Kashmir 772 757 78 
13 Jharkand 354 350 47 
14 Karnataka 1940 1884 744 
15 Kerala 156 150 23 
16 Madhya Pradesh 538 515 140 
17 Maharashtra 3162 3099 1137 
18 Manipur 278 277 51 
19 Meghalaya 1 1 0 
20 Mizoram 34 34 0 
21 Nagaland 117 114 13 
22 Orissa 450 409 74 
23 Pondicherry 33 33 15 
24 Punjab 226 189 61 
25 Rajasthan 1910 1874 636 
26 Sikkim 0 0 0 
27 Tamil Nadu 1208 1147 449 
28 Tripura 3 1 0 
29 Uttar Pradesh 3470 3351 1569 

30 Uttaranchal 211 198 49 
31 West Bengal 362 330 53 
 Total 20115 19278 6669 
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